
 

 

Scribal Handbook 
for the 

Kingdom of Caid 
Reference Edition 

 
 

  

 



 

Compiled and edited for the benefit of the Kingdom of Caid by  
Astrid skalphæna, Scribe Armarius 

and 
Paul fitz Denis, Crescent Principal Herald 

 
Published on the 20th day of October, Anno Societatis 52 (2017) 

October 20, Anno Societatis 52 Caid Scribal Handbook – Reference Edition 2 
 



 

Table of Contents 
 

Forward 3 
From the Scribe Armarius 3 
From the Editor 3 

Chapter 1: Award Scrolls 4 
Scroll Overview 4 
Simple Scroll Checklist 5 

Chapter 2: Types of Scrolls 6 
Awards of Arms and Armigerous Orders 6 
Grants of Arms and Grant-Bearing Orders 6 
Peerage Orders 7 
Court Baronies 7 
Royal Peerages 7 

Chapter 3: Rules for Scrolls 8 
What Will Cause a Scroll to Need to Be Fixed 8 
Achievements of Arms 9 

The Escutcheon 9 
The Helm 10 
Mantling and Torse 10 
Coronets 11 
Crest 11 
Supporters and Compartment 11 
Order Medallions 12 
Other Elements 12 

Required, Permitted, and Disallowed Heraldic Elements 13 

Chapter 4: Materials for Scrolls 14 
General Supplies 14 
Calligraphy Supplies 14 
Painting/Illumination Supplies 15 
More Period Supplies 16 
Miscellaneous 17 

Chapter 5: Scroll Texts and Production Notes 18 
The Format of this Chapter 18 
Armigerous Scrolls 19 

Award of Arms 20 
Argent Arrow – If recipient already has an Award of Arms 21 
Argent Arrow – If recipient does not have an Award of Arms 22 

October 20, Anno Societatis 52 Caid Scribal Handbook – Reference Edition 3 
 



 

Chamfron of Caid – If recipient already has an Award of Arms 23 
Chamfron of Caid – If recipient does not have an Award of Arms 24 
Crescent Sword – If recipient already has an Award of Arms 25 
Crescent Sword – If recipient does not have an Award of Arms 26 
Dolphin of Caid – If recipient already has an Award of Arms 27 
Dolphin of Caid – If recipient does not have an Award of Arms 28 
Duellist – If recipient already has an Award of Arms 29 
Duellist – If recipient does not have an Award of Arms 30 
Harp Argent – If recipient already has an Award of Arms 31 
Harp Argent – If recipient does not have an Award of Arms 32 

Grant-Bearing Scrolls 33 
Overview 33 
Grant of Arms 34 
Argent Blade 35 
Chiron 36 
Crescent 37 
Gauntlet of Caid 38 
Golden Lance of Caid 39 
Lux Caidis 40 
White Scarf of Caid 41 

Peerage Order Scrolls 42 
Overview 42 
Chivalry (Knighthood) 43 
Defense 44 
Laurel 45 
Pelican 46 

Other Types of Scrolls 47 
Court Barony 48 
Count 49 
Countess 50 
Duke 51 
Duchess 52 

 

October 20, Anno Societatis 52 Caid Scribal Handbook – Reference Edition 4 
 



 

Forward 

From the Scribe Armarius 
So you want to be a scribe. Awesome! Making scrolls is partially art, partially service, and is a 
valuable way you can contribute to the Kingdom. The College of Scribes welcomes you to our ranks 
with open arms, whatever your level of past artistic experience or skill. This handbook lays out the 
rules governing the creation of award scrolls in Caid, along with the basic information you need to 
get started working on Kingdom scrolls. (The Deluxe Edition of the Caid Scribal Handbook goes into 
more detail in these and other topics.) 
 
Welcome to the exciting world of being a scribe! 
 
Astrid skalphæna 
Scribe Armarius 

From the Editor 
This book is designed to answer the most commonly asked questions about making award scrolls. If 
you have questions that this book doesn’t answer, check out the Deluxe Edition, or ask the Scribe 
Armarius. 
 
Working with Astrid on putting this book together has been a pleasure. I am deeply indebted to her 
and to those members of the College of Scribes who proofread and commented on the various 
drafts of this handbook. Her guidance and their diligence made this book far better than I anything I 
could have produced by myself; any errors that remain are my own. 
 
Paul fitz Denis 
Crescent Principal Herald 
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Chapter 1: Award Scrolls 

Scroll Overview 
It can be a slightly daunting task to take on your first assignment, and you may have a lot of 
questions, including: 

● What kind of award is this? 
● What text needs to be included? 
● What art style should I use?  
● What calligraphic hand is appropriate? 
● How should the scroll be laid out? 
● Doesn’t there have to be a shield in there somewhere too?  

 
At its most basic, an award scroll is simply a legal document attesting that the recipient has earned a 
specific award. They are often very pretty legal documents, but at the core, this is what they are, and 
thinking of them that way may help you to answer some of those questions above. 
 
Exactly how elaborate a particular award scroll should be is left to the individual tastes of the scribe 
or scribes who are working on it. There is a school of thought which holds that lower-level scrolls 
should be simple, and that higher-level scrolls should be more elaborate; while another school of 
thought holds that all awards of arms should be ornate and elaborate, as this is the only type of 
award many members often receive. The College does not have an official policy on this; we leave it 
to you to decide. 
 
Regardless of the design, the following elements are required on all award scrolls in Caid: 

● The award being given 
● The name of the recipient 
● The monarchs who gave the award 
● The date the award was given 
● Signature lines for the monarchs 
● Space for the Kingdom Seal 

 
Certain award scrolls also require at depiction of the recipient’s heraldic arms; see Chapter 2 for an 
explanation of which scrolls require them. Even if the arms are not required to be depicted, including 
them is always an option. If the arms are pictured, a signature line for the Crescent Herald and 
Herald’s Seal must also be included. 
 
Finally, many (but not all) award scrolls contain at least some art. This can as simple as an 
illuminated capital or a simple border, and as complex as your imagination allows. 
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Simple Scroll Checklist 
This checklist can help you make sure that your assignment turns out well. 
 

❏ Double-check the award and its requirements in Chapter 2 and Chapter 5 of this handbook 
so you know everything you need to include  

❏ Double-check date awarded from the Order of Precedence (http://heralds.sca-caid.org/op/) 
❏ Double-check monarchs who gave award from the Royals list 

(http://heralds.sca-caid.org/op/royalty.php) 
❏ Double-check the proper AS date of award (http://www.sca.org/links/calendar.html) 
❏ Get the artwork for their arms from the Roll of Arms (http://roa.sca-caid.org/), if you need to 

use them 
❏ Email Dolphin herald if not approved for use, or missing 

❏ Figure out your layout 
❏ Leave enough space for heraldry, seals, signature lines 

❏ Figure out your calligraphy 
❏ Practice it 
❏ Practice it again 
❏ Cut down scroll text if you have spacing issues 

❏ Calligraph the text 
❏ Make sure to calligraph under signature lines for who signs there! 

❏ Do the gilding if you’re going to use gold or silver leaf 
❏ Paint 
❏ Outline 

❏ This is a good time to put in the actual lines (ink, paint) for your signature lines 
❏ Erase your pencil lines 
❏ Mark where the seals go 
❏ Sign it somewhere 
❏ Deliver to the Scribe Armarius 
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Chapter 2: Types of Scrolls 
 
When you take a scroll assignment, it is important to understand the type of award that it is, so you 
know what the required elements are going to be for that scroll. Awards scrolls in Caid fall into the 
following categories: 

● Awards of Arms and Armigerous Orders 
● Grants of Arms and Grant-Bearing Orders 
● Peerage Orders 
● Court Baronies 
● Royal Peerages 

 
Each of these categories has different rules about what elements can and must be displayed on the 
scroll, as described in Chapter 5. As such, before you start designing a scroll, you need to know 
what kind of award it is for as well as if to know if the scroll is for the first award of a category to be 
received by the person. Below is a brief description of each of the award types. 

Awards of Arms and Armigerous Orders 
Awards of Arms and Armigerous Orders are generally the first level awards people receive; most 
people receive the Award of Arms, and then membership in other Armigerous Orders in accordance 
with their interests and skills within the society. Occasionally someone is made a member of one of 
the Armigerous Orders without already having an Award of Arms; and in this case that award 
confers arms upon the subject and is treated much like an Award of Arms scroll. 
 
The Caidan Armigerous Awards are: 
 

❖ An Award of Arms: Conferring arms upon subject, giving them the right to have their device 
be considered arms 

❖ The Order of the Argent Arrow: Recognizing that the subject has begun to show prowess in 
the form of target archery 

❖ The Order of the Chamfron of Caid: Recognizing that the subject has begun to show prowess 
in equestrian activities 

❖ The Order of the Crescent Sword: Recognizing that the subject has begun to show prowess 
on the field for armored combat 

❖ The Order of the Dolphin of Caid: Recognizing that the subject has begun to contribute to the 
Society with meaningful efforts of service 

❖ The Order of the Duellist: Recognizing that the subject has begun to show prowess on the 
field for rapier combat 

❖ The Order of the Harp Argent: Recognizing that the subject has begun to do work of note in a 
specific arts or sciences field 

 

Grants of Arms and Grant-Bearing Orders 
Grant-bearing Orders are the second level of awards people generally receive, given for a length of 
years performing service, an art form, or a martial form within the Society. The “naked” Grant of 
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Arms is rarely given; most people receive a Grant through membership in one of the Grant-bearing 
orders. 
 
The Caidan Grant-bearing Awards are: 
 

❖ A Grant of Arms: Recognizing diverse great service to the realm 
❖ The Order of Argent Blade: Recognizing for outstanding achievements in rapier combat 
❖ The Order of Chiron: Recognizing for outstanding achievements in target archery 
❖ The Order of the Crescent: Recognizing for outstanding achievements in service to the 

kingdom 
❖ The Order of the Gauntlet of Caid: Recognizing for outstanding achievements in armored 

combat 
❖ The Order of the Golden Lance of Caid: Recognizing for outstanding achievements in 

equestrian activities 
❖ The Order of the Lux Caidis: Recognizing for outstanding achievement in the arts and 

sciences 
❖ The Order of the White Scarf of Caid: Recognizing for outstanding achievements in rapier 

combat; this Order is now closed, but scrolls are still being produced for past recipients. 

Peerage Orders 
Membership in one of the Society’s four Peerage Orders is the terminal level of awards that people 
may receive. These are Society-wide awards, meaning that they are recognized in all kingdoms 
across the Known World, and they carry with them a Patent of Arms. All patent-bearing awards 
require the blazon to be depicted and described in the text for the first award of this level, with other 
specific requirements for each of the different awards.  
 
Society-wide, the Peerage Orders are: 

❖ The Order of Chivalry (Knighthood), awarded for armored combat 
❖ The Order of Defense, awarded for rapier combat 
❖ The Order of the Laurel, awarded for artistry 
❖ The Order of the Pelican, awarded for service 

Court Baronies 
Court Barony scrolls are for sustained service to the kingdom outside the normal hierarchy of 
awards, and grant the recipient the title of Baron or Baroness. Often, a landed baronial pair will be 
granted the court baronies when they step down from the baronial thrones. These are technical 
Armigerous awards, but they have special rules for their achievements and are treated separately. 

Royal Peerages 
County and Duchy scrolls are Patents of Arms and they making the recipient a Royal Peer. These 
awards are generally given to the outgoing monarchs by their heirs once the heirs have been 
crowned at Coronation. County scrolls are for monarchs who have reigned once, granting them the 
title of Count or Countess, while Duchy scrolls are for monarchs who have reigned twice, granting 
the title of Duke or Duchess. 
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Chapter 3: Rules for Scrolls 
Because Caid treats award scrolls as legal documents, they must follow certain rules in order to be 
signed and sealed. This chapter attempts to lay out those rules in a simple and straightforward 
manner. 

What Will Cause a Scroll to Need to Be Fixed 
The following things will prevent any scroll from being signed and sealed: 

● If the name of the award is incorrect or omitted 
● If the recipient’s name is incorrect or omitted 
● If the awarding monarchs’ names are incorrect or omitted 
● If the date of the award is incorrect or omitted 
● If the scroll gives the appearance of granting any rank or privileges to which the recipient was 

not entitled when the award was given (e.g. a ducal coronet hanging out in the margin of an 
Award of Arms scroll, a court barony for someone living in the Angels identifying the person 
as a "Baroness of the Angels", etc.) 

● If the first scroll of a particular award level (Armigerous, Grant, Peerage, etc.) does not 
contain the recipient’s heraldry 

 
For scrolls that contain heraldry, the following issues will also prevent it from being signed and 
sealed: 

1. If the heraldry as drawn is not a reasonable depiction of the recipient’s registered arms 
2. If the description of the arms in the text is not a heraldically accurate description (blazon) of 

the recipient’s registered arms 
3. If there are arms depicted that imply that they are the recipient’s when they are not 
4. If there is an achievement of arms that depicts an elements to which the recipient was not 

entitled when the award was given (e.g. a white belt surrounding the shield on a Crescent 
Sword scroll, or a coronet depicted above the shield when the the recipient was not a Royal 
Peer or Court Baron/Baroness) 

5. If the text describes elements of an achievement to which the recipient was not entitled when 
the award was given (e.g. the text describes the medallion for an Order of which the recipient 
is not a member) 

 
The next two sections describe in more detail what is meant by #4 and #5. 
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Achievements of Arms 

 
 
The simplest depiction of a person’s heraldry is simply the arms displayed on a shield. An 
achievement of arms, on the other hand, is the fullest and most formal display of a person’s arms. It 
includes the arms displayed on a shield (or similar shape, see The Escutcheon below) and 
surrounded by other elements (such as a helm, mantling, crest, supporters, and other items 
described below) permitted by the person’s rank. Achievements are used as decorative elements in 
scrolls, as well as on processional banners, pieces of furniture, and other items. 
 
Full achievements are not required on award scrolls, though you have the option of including an 
achievement on any scroll that contains the recipient’s heraldry. It is particularly appropriate on the 
first award scroll for a particular level that the person receives, as this new rank entitles the recipient 
to new elements of the achievement, as described below. If such elements are described in the text, 
you are encouraged to depict them. 
 
The elements of the achievement, how to depict and describe them, and when they can and cannot 
be used are described in the following sections. In all cases, the depiction of each of the individual 
elements of the achievement should match the overall style of the style of illumination. 
 
The description of an achievement in the text of the scroll follows the blazon of the arms and often 
begins with a phrase like “In token whereof, We grant him/her the privilege of showing as 
achievement…”  

The Escutcheon 
The shield, or escutcheon, is the shape or medium upon which a recipient's arms are displayed. The 
default escutcheon is heater-shaped, with a variety of proportions found in period sources. Arms 
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may also be displayed on a diamond-shaped shield (called a lozenge), an oval-shaped shield (called 
a cartouche), a heart-shaped shield, a square or rectangular shield, or a round shield. 
 
In the text describing the achievement, the shape of escutcheon is not described. 

The Helm 
The helmet, or helm, is found in the grand majority of period achievements. In Caid, the helm’s 
tincture denotes the rank of the recipient; see the table below in Required, Permitted, and 
Disallowed Heraldic Elements for details. The type of helmet — barrel helm, visored helm, whatever 
— is dictated by the artistic style of the scroll and personal preference of the bearer. In cases where 
the shield is something other than heater-shaped, the helm might be omitted. For example, a helm is 
never appropriate for use with a lozenge shield. 
 
A helm may be used on Award of Arms or higher award scroll. When it is depicted, the helm is 
usually described with some variation on the phrase “... and above the shield a [color or metal] 
helm...” 

Mantling and Torse 
Mantling began as cloth originally intended to keep the sun off the helmet. In armorial art, it soon 
evolved into flowing and decorative shapes. It is always associated with a helmet, and may not be 
used without one; when no helm is used there should be no mantling. Other decorations such as 
ribands or streamers, may be used in those cases. (Arms displayed on a lozenge-shaped shield 
always use ribands, as a helm is not used with a lozenge.) Mantling and ribands are usually of the 
major color of the arms on the outside, doubled (that is, lined with) the major metal of the arms. This 
color/metal combination is called the livery colors. (Not all mantling in period follows this pattern – 
mantling being lined with a fur or even with a semy of the owner’s badge are both known – but it is a 
good place to start. There are also period examples with mantling in three or four tinctures, but two 
is by far the most common.) 
 
Mantling may be depicted in any style that coordinates with the rest of the illumination. It may curl 
around in many fanciful shapes, but should not be caught up with cords in a bunch on either side of 
the shield: this is reserved for emperors, of which the SCA has none. Mantling should cover the top 
of the helm, as well as drape down the sides (it can only keep the sun off the helmet if it covers all of 
it), and may end in gold tassels. 
 
The torse holds the mantling to the helm when there's no coronet (see below). It is shown as 
(usually) six twists of cloth (almost always the livery colors), it should curve gently around the helm, 
and it should not be drawn as a rigid bar. 
 
A torse and mantling may be used on Award of Arms or higher award scroll. When they are 
depicted, the torse is usually not described, while the mantling is. The mantling should be described 
after the helm, with some variation on the phrase “...with mantling [color] doubled [metal]...”  
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Coronets 
The coronet, or crown, comes in several types (ducal, comital, baronial) that are reserved to specific 
ranks. Mural crowns are a special case: they are used solely for the arms of territories (e.g., 
Baronies), and in rare cases for the arms of a Territorial Baron. The mural crown should be drawn 
with towers, rather than merely crenellations, so that it won't be mistaken for the SCA comital 
coronet. The Kingdom's arms may be displayed beneath the King's crown, with or without a gold 
helmet. 
 
If there is no helm, the coronet should be placed directly atop the shield. If there is a helm, it can 
either be placed atop the shield (in which case the the helm issues from it) or it can be placed atop 
the helm (in which case it replaces the torse, and the crest – if present – issues from it). 

 

Crest 
The crest sits atop the helm, above the mantling, issuing from the torse or coronet. Ideally, the 
recipient would have a registered badge that would be used as a crest. The crest might also be a 
repetition of the major charge in the arms. It should be something that could reasonably be fastened 
to the top of a tournament helm: an animal's head, a beast or monster statant, etc. (However, you 
cannot use a pelican on the crest unless the recipient was a member of the Order of the Pelican at 
the time the award was given.) Animate crests should face in the same direction as the helmet. A 
crest need not be an animate object, and many medieval crests were quite fanciful. A tower, an arm 
holding a scourge, a fish biting the helm: all of these are found as crests in period armorials. If you 
choose to draw a crest, you should consult with the recipient to determine a preference: they may 
have a badge registered for just this purpose. 
 
Crests may be used on any Grant-bearing or higher award scroll. The height of the crest and helmet 
together should approximate that of the shield. When crests are depicted, they are usually not 
described in the text. 

Supporters and Compartment 
In Caid, the use of supporters is reserved to Peers. Supporters are optional, not mandatory. They 
should be a bit taller than the shield. Pelicans are reserved to Companions of the Pelican, and the 
use of a dexter gold rampant guardant lion with the sinister argent rampant unicorn is so strongly 
identified with the Royalty of the United Kingdom that we don't allow its use in the Society. 
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The compartment gives the supporters something to stand on, and so should be used whenever 
supporters are shown. It often a grassy field, or otherwise flat span of ground, but can also be a river 
for aquatic supporters, or mountainous rock as appropriate. The compartment allows the scribe to 
finish the lower part of the achievement in comparable detail to the upper part (which has helm and 
mantling, and probably a crest). If the recipient is a Peer, and has a motto, it can be shown on a long 
scroll below the escutcheon – on the compartment and below the supporters, if those are used; 
there are also examples of the motto scroll acting as a compartment. While compartments are most 
often seen on scrolls that use supporters, it may also be used with nothing but the shield: a 
compartment may be used on any scroll to give the shield a place to rest.  

Order Medallions 
On the award scroll for any Armigerous or Grant-bearing Order, the achievement will often (but not 
always) include a depiction of the medallion of the Order usually dependant from a ribbon 
surrounding the shield. This optional element is not required. For the Grant-bearing Orders, the 
medallions may also be described in the text; the description is not required even if the medallion is 
shown. Versions of these medallions and their descriptions are included Chapter 5. 

Other Elements 
There are other elements of the achievement that are reserved to specific orders: 

● Unadorned chains are reserved to members of the Order of Chivalry. They are usually 
displayed surrounding the shield, though they are sometimes found around the neck of the 
helm. 

● White belts are also reserved members of the Order of Chivalry. They are usually displayed 
surrounding the shield. 

● White livery collars (with or without the medallion of the Order) are reserved to members of 
the Order of Defense.  They are usually displayed surrounding the shield, though they are 
sometimes found around the neck of the helm. 

● Caps of maintenance, or chapeau, are reserved to members of the Order of the Pelican. 
They are “gules turned up plummety argent goutty de sang” and can sit either atop the shield 
(like a coronet) or atop a helm (like a crest). 

● Pelicans as supporters or crests are reserved to members of the Order of the Pelican.  
● Laurel wreaths are reserved to members of the Order of the Laurel. They can used in the 

place of a torse or crown, or they can be displayed surrounding the shield. 
● Chaplets of roses are reserved for members of the Order of the Rose. They may be used in 

the place of a torse or coronet, or they may be displayed surrounding the shield. 
● Single golden or yellow roses are reserved to members of the Legion of Courtesy. 

 
Using any of these on a scroll whose recipient is not a member of one of these orders will prevent it 
from been signed and sealed. 
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Required, Permitted, and Disallowed Heraldic Elements 
The following table lays out which elements of a heraldic achievement can or should be included on 
a given type of scroll. 
 

Scroll Type Required Elements Permitted Elements Disallowed Elements 
(unless entitled by 
prior awards) 

Award of Arms Shield displaying the 
recipient’s Arms 

Black or steel-grey 
helm, torse, and 
mantling 

Silver or gold helm 
Crest 
Supporters 
Coronet 
Regalia specific to any 
Order 

Armigerous Order Shield displaying the 
recipient’s Arms (if the 
recipient did not 
previously have an 
Award of Arms) 

Black or steel-grey 
helm, torse, and 
mantling 
Order medallion 

Silver or gold helm 
Crest 
Supporters 
Coronet 
Regalia specific to any 
other Order 

Grant-bearing Order 
or Grant of Arms 

Shield displaying the 
recipient’s Arms (for 
the first award of this 
level) 

Black or steel-grey 
helm, torse, and 
mantling 
Crest 
Order medallion 

Silver or gold helm 
Supporters 
Coronet 
Regalia specific to any 
other Order 

Peerage Order Shield displaying the 
recipient’s Arms (for 
the first award of this 
level) 

Silver helm, torse, and 
mantling 
Crest 
Regalia specific to the 
Order 

Gold helm 
Coronet 
Regalia specific to any 
other Order 

Court Barony Shield displaying the 
recipient’s Arms 

Black or steel-grey 
helm, torse, and 
mantling 
Baronial coronet 

Silver or gold helm 
Crest 
Supporters 
Regalia specific to a 
Peerage Order 

Royal Peerage Shield displaying the 
recipient’s Arms (for 
the first award of this 
level) 

Gold helm, torse, and 
mantling 
Crest 
Coronet 

Regalia specific to any 
Order 
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Chapter 4: Materials for Scrolls 
These are the materials that are generally recommended for getting started in scribal work. Every 
scribe you ask will have a different opinion on their favorite or preferred materials, but the list is a 
good starting point as you start to figure out your own preferences and creative requirements. 
 
Additionally, there is no one “right” place to buy supplies – local art supply shops and craft stores, 
Amazon, the John Neal Books, Dick Blick or Art Supply Warehouse websites, and even discount 
stores like Daiso and Dollar Tree can have things that are useful for our purposes. 

General Supplies 
● Paper (standard framing sizes are recommended, 11x14 or 14x17 is generally sufficient for 

our purposes; do not use overly textured, uneven, or rough watercolor papers though, as 
those cannot be well calligraphed on!)  

○ Any brand of bristol board (smooth or vellum, according to personal preference) 
○ Arches or Strathmore 100% hot press watercolor paper 

● A good ruler (or even better, a T-square; metal, plastic, or wood are all perfectly fine, it’s up 
to your individual preference which you would prefer) 

● A couple good pencils for drawing lines, laying out designs, etc (a softer lead erases more 
cleanly and easily; mechanical or wood pencils both work fine) 

● White plastic erasers (and some people recommend the kneadable gum erasers for picking 
up lines or wayward ink) 

● Fine tip pens (such as Micron pens) for outlining; you can use fine point Sharpies, but they 
may bleed depending on your paper  

● Graphing paper (helps with layouts and design work; a smaller grid, such as 8 or 10 boxes to 
an inch, is most useful) 

● Tracing paper (helpful with layouts and design, as well as for transferring images you like 
from books) 

● A lightbox – makes it easier to trace designs or calligraph without having to line directly on 
your page. 

Calligraphy Supplies 
● A calligraphy cartridge pen for practicing and some spare ink cartridges (Pilot Parallel pens 

are really good for this purpose, but Schaeffer, Manuscript and Speedball all make decent 
cartridge pens for practicing) 

● A calligraphy dip pen (the holder and separate nibs) –  to get started, you’ll probably want at 
least one small, and a couple medium sized nibs, and a crow quill for fine lines also helps. 
(Recommended nib brands: Brause, Mitchell, Manuscript. Although many stores sell 
Speedball nibs, they are less flexible and are harder to work with.) 

● Black dip pen ink – For modern formula ink, waterproof India ink (such as Pelikan brand) 
works well, other people have also recommended Calli brand inks. Commercially produced 
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oak gall inks (such as Old World or Noodlers) are also relatively easy to find online, and are 
as easy to work with as modern formula inks.  

● Ames lettering guide (some people love them, some people hate them- useful for creating 
consistent lines on paper without having to mark and measure the sides of the page) 

● Calligraphy practice paper (the slanted line kind isn’t useful for our time frame, but the blank 
sheets that don’t bleed are useful for practicing on) 

● A clipboard, artist board, easel, or some kind of slanted surface to write on (or a surface you 
can make slanted!) Letters come out looking better when they have been written on a 
slanted, and not completely horizontal, surface.  

Painting/Illumination Supplies 
● Paint brushes 

○ Round brushes are recommended. A size 0, 1, 2, and a size 0 or 2/0 round liner are 
generally good to get started. You may also want to invest in a 00 or even 000 size 
brush for fine lining and detail work. Try to get at least one or two brushes with very 
finely pointed tips,  

○ Sable or synthetic is a matter of personal preference, either is fine.. A brush roll or 
container to keep them in is also useful if you’re going to travel with supplies. 

● Paints  
○ Gouache is most recommended, as the matte opaque finish is closest to the style 

found in most period manuscript paintings. Artist brands and student brands differ 
mainly in the amount of pigment in the tube vs amount of binder, it's up to personal 
preference whichever you want to use, and also the brand you would like to buy. 
Reeves is a good student brand, and many people prefer Winsor Newton from the 
artist side.  

○ Tube watercolors or even pan watercolors will also work, just don’t thin the paint to a 
wash. 

○ Sumi watercolors also work well, especially the metallic golds and silver. 
○ An example of a good starter palette (Winsor Newton color names): 

■ alizarin crimson 
■ lemon yellow or golden yellow, 
■ ultramarine 
■ mistletoe green 
■ purple lake 
■ bone or ivory black 
■ permanent white 

● Something to put your paint in – depending on your needs (are you going to take paint to 
events/scriptoriums, or just paint at home?) 

○ If your paint doesn’t need to travel: plastic shallow-well palettes, mini muffin pans, 
plastic plates, palette paper sheets are all things people have used. 

○ If your paint does need to travel: resealable glass, metal, or plastic canisters in 
varying sizes, plastic compartment boxes, are things people have used. 

● A cup for water (to clean off a brush before changing colors or mixing paints) 
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● A small squeeze bottle or pipettes (for clean water, to wet your paint or aid in mixing colors) 
● Something to clean your brushes with – you can use specially made brush soap, which has 

conditioning agents in it, or simple dish soap to get the paint out and then a small bit of 
regular hair conditioner to reshape the bristles and smooth them out 

● Liquid gum arabic can also be useful to have, as it can help with evening out the consistency 
of your paints. 

More Period Supplies 
● Calfskin vellum (often does not come in standard sizes, although it depends on where you 

order it, as sometimes you can specify a piece of a certain size instead of an entire skin) 
● Pergamenata (a vegetable-based paper that has similar visual characteristics to vellum; it’s 

much less expensive and can be easily purchased in standard sizes, but can be difficult to 
work with as it absorbs oils and moisture very easily) 

● Dry pigment paints (often referred to as “period pigments” since in period all paints started as 
dry pigments.) Various vendors have different types, some offering the actual toxic 
substances that would have been used in period, and some offering safer and less/non toxic 
color equivalents 

○ Gum arabic is useful to have with these as a binder (you can use the pre-made 
commercial liquid form, or you can purchase the crystals and make your own gum 
arabic, whichever you would prefer) 

○ Glair (made from egg whites) or tempera (made from egg yolks) is also another form 
of binder to use with these pigments, and can easily be made at home 

○ A flat glass or stone surface (like a small tile) and a flat-tip glass or stone grinder to 
mix and grind your binder and pigments 

● Handmade oak gall ink- you can find recipes and/or kits online to make your own oak gall ink 
● Quill pens – you can procure feathers to cut your own pens, or there are some online 

vendors who sell handmade quill pens (on Etsy, for example) 
● Gold or silver leaf – leaf is sold in books, and can be purchased either loose, or with an 

adhesive backing. Either one will work fine, although the adhesive backing kind is a little bit 
less labor-intensive and more forgiving for a beginning gilder. There are many different karats 
of gold available, these will differ depending on the brand you are buying. Silver leaf will 
tarnish relatively quickly if not sealed. 

○ For gilding, you will also need an adhesive (miniatum, size, etc.) Commercially made 
variants are available, or you can experiment with period adhesives such as rabbit 
glue or fish glue. 

○ For loose gold, a gold knife and leather cutting mat are also things you would need. 
○ A burnisher is also helpful to have, for shining up the gold once it is on the page. 

● Shell gold – shell gold is gold paint tablets made of ground down gold leafing leftovers with a 
gum arabic binder. Made of real gold, it will match well with gilding gold, but can be very 
expensive. 
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Miscellaneous 
● Photoshop or other design software if you prefer to do layouts in a digital format (and a 

printer or access to one helps too) 
● A portfolio or tote to carry works in progress and keep them flat if you’re going to be scribing 

on-the-go 
● Something to transport tools and supplies in such as a toolbox, tackle box, bag with 

compartments, etc. 
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Chapter 5: Scroll Texts and Production Notes 

The Format of this Chapter 
This chapter contains one-page templates that summarize the requirements for each type of scroll 
the College of Heralds produces. They also contain the standard text used for each scroll. This text 
can be customized, so long as the rules laid out in Chapter 3 are followed. For more about 
customizing scroll texts see the Deluxe Edition of the Scribal Handbook, or ask the Scribe  
Armarius. 
 
The templates all follow the same structure: 

Award Name 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
This section explains whether or not the recipient’s arms must be included, and if so, the 
requirements for doing so. For depictions of the blazon on any shape of shield other than the regular 
shield shape, check with the Crescent Herald to make sure the depiction is acceptable before 
painting the final version. 

Achievement 
This section explains what elements of the achievement are permitted on this type of scroll. It will 
also explain which elements of the achievement – if they are depicted – should be described in the 
text. 

Standard Text 
This section provides the standard text for this award. Placeholders for information to be filled in 
(e.g. the recipient’s name) are marked with [italic text inside square brackets]. Optional elements in 
the scroll text are marked with {text inside curly braces}; these are often descriptions of elements of 
the achievement that might or might not be depicted. For awards that permit many elements of the 
achievement to be used (e.g. Peerage Orders and Royal Peerages) this text will likely need to be 
customized based on what is being depicted. (See Achievements of Arms in Chapter 3 for details.) 

Seals  
This section explains how much room to leave for seals. 

Signature Lines 
This section explains how many signature lines to make. 
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Armigerous Scrolls 
These awards are generally the first that people receive; most people receive the Award of Arms, 
and then membership in other Armigerous Orders in accordance with their interests and skills within 
the society. Occasionally someone is made a member of one of the Armigerous Orders without 
already having an Award of Arms; and in this case that award confers arms upon the subject and is 
treated much like an Award of Arms scroll. As such, the scroll templates for the Armigerous Orders 
have two versions: one for if the recipient has previously received an Award of Arms or is already a 
member of another Order, and one for if they have not previously been awarded arms. 
 
An achievement on one these scrolls may include a black or steel-grey helm with a torse and 
mantling. For one of the Armigerous Orders, the achievement can also include the medallion of the 
Order; these medallions are generally not described in the text. 
 
For most of the Armigerous Orders, “of Caid” is not part of the registered name of the the award; the 
exceptions are the Chamfron of Caid and the Dolphin of Caid. Armigerous Orders are styled 
“Venerable” (e.g. the Venerable Order of the Chamfron), with the exception of the Ancient and 
Venerable Order of the Dolphin of Caid (because it was first given while Caid was still a Principality 
of the West). 
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Award of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text, and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement 
Choice of either: 

● Escutcheon topped by a black or steel-gray helm with 
simple mantling and torse (pictured), or  

● Escutcheon alone. 
 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. 

Standard Text 
We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and Queen of Caid, give you greeting. Well pleased by 
the service that Our subject [Recipient’s Name], hath rendered unto Our Realm, {most especially 
that of [Services],} We bestow upon [him/her] an Award of Arms. [He/She] shall henceforth have the 
sole and exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon] in this Our Society. {We further grant him/her the 
privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling 
[Color] doubled [Metal].} In witness whereof, We here set Our hand and seal, [date] day of [month], 
[AD year] A.D., being [SCA year] A.S. So also does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature 
that this document is a true record of said name and blazon. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature Lines 
Three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Argent Arrow – If recipient already has an Award of 
Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms do not need to be shown. If they are described in the text, they 
must be depicted (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse  
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Greeting and benison unto all who read these presents, from [King’s name] and [Queen’s name], 
King and Queen of the Sovereign Realm of Caid. Insofar as [he/she] hath demonstrated exceptional 
skill on the archery range, and well pleased by [his/her] gentle demeanor, We do hereby elevate Our 
subject [Recipient’s name] to the Venerable Order of the Argent Arrow, and for which We do publicly 
commend [him/her]. {We affirm [his/her] sole and exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon] in this Our 
Society.} {We further grant him/her the privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a 
[black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} By Our hand and seal this [date] day 
of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is [AD year] of the Common Era. {So also does 
Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature that this document is a true record of said name and 
blazon.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Argent Arrow – If recipient does not have an Award of 
Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text, and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text  
Greeting and benison unto all who read these presents, from [King’s name] and [Queen’s name], 
King and Queen of the Sovereign Realm of Caid. Insofar as [he/she] hath demonstrated exceptional 
skill on the archery range, and well pleased by [his/her] gentle demeanor, We do hereby elevate Our 
subject [Recipient’s name] to the Venerable Order of the Argent Arrow, and for which We do publicly 
commend [him/her]. As token of Our commendation, We hereby award [him/her] the arms [Blazon]. 
{We further grant him/her the privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a 
[black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} By Our hand and seal this [date] day 
of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is [AD year] of the Common Era. So also does 
Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature that this document is a true record of said name and 
blazon. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Chamfron of Caid – If recipient already has an Award 
of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms do not need to be shown. If they are described in the text, 
they must be depicted (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse  
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Be it known to all nobility by these presents that we [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of Caid, send greetings. Mindful that [he/she] hath demonstrated exceptional prowess and 
elegance in the equestrian arts, and well pleased by [his/her] gentle demeanor, We do publicly 
commend Our subject [Recipient’s name] and elevate  [him/her] to the Venerable Order of the 
Chamfron of Caid. {We affirm [his/her] sole and exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon] in this Our 
Society.} {We further grant him/her the privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a 
[black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} By Our hand and seal this [date] day 
of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is [AD year] by the common reckoning. {So also does 
Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature that this document is a true record of said name and 
blazon.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Chamfron of Caid – If recipient does not have an 
Award of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text, and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text  
Be it known to all nobility by these presents that we [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of Caid, send greetings. Mindful that [he/she] hath demonstrated exceptional prowess and 
elegance in the equestrian arts, and well pleased by [his/her] gentle demeanor, We do publicly 
commend Our subject [Recipient’s name] and elevate [him/her] to the Venerable Order of the 
Chamfron of Caid. As a mark of Our pleasure We award [him/her] the sole and exclusive right to 
bear the arms [Blazon] in this Our Society.} {We further grant him/her the privilege of showing as 
achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} 
By Our hand and seal this [date] day of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is [AD year] by 
the common reckoning. So also does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature that this 
document is a true record of said name and blazon. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Crescent Sword – If recipient already has an Award 
of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms do not need to be shown. If they are described in the text, 
they must be depicted (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse  
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Know all who come by these presents the greeting of [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of Caid. By virtue of the skill at arms and noble presence [he/she] hath displayed upon the 
field of honor, We do hereby publicly commend Our subject [Recipient’s name] and admit [him/her] 
to the Venerable Order of the Crescent Sword. [We affirm [his/her] sole and exclusive right to bear 
the arms [Blazon] in this Our Society.} {We further grant him/her the privilege of showing as 
achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} 
Given under Our hand and seal as of this [date] day of [month], [AD year] A.D., being [SCA year] 
Anno Societatis. {So also does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature that this document is a 
true record of said name and blazon.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Crescent Sword – If recipient does not have an 
Award of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text  
Know all who come by these presents the greeting of [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of Caid. By virtue of the skill at arms and noble presence [he/she] hath displayed upon the 
field of honor, We do hereby publicly commend Our subject [Recipient’s name] and admit [him/her] 
to the Venerable Order of the Crescent Sword. Furthermore, We do by this act award [his/her] the 
sole and exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon] in this Our Society. {We further grant him/her the 
privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling 
[Color] doubled [Metal].} Given under Our hand and seal as of this [date] day of [month], [AD year] 
A.D., being [SCA year] Anno Societatis. So also does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature 
that this document is a true record of said name and blazon. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Dolphin of Caid – If recipient already has an Award 
of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms do not need to be shown. If they are described in the text, 
they must be depicted (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse  
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Be it known to all nobility by these presents that We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of Caid, send greetings. We hereby elevate Our subject [Recipient’s Name] to the Ancient 
and Venerable Order of the Dolphin of Caid, for that [he/she] hath served this Realm far and above 
the normal expectation of [his/her] office or rank, {especially in [area of service],} and for which 
cause We do publicly commend [him/her]. {We affirm [his/her] right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {We 
further grant him/her the privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a 
[black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} Given under Our hand and seal this 
[date] day of [month], [AD year] by the common reckoning of years, and [SCA year] Anno Societatis. 
{So also does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature that this document is a true record of 
said name and blazon.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Dolphin of Caid – If recipient does not have an 
Award of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Be it known to all nobility by these presents that We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of Caid, send greetings. We hereby elevate Our subject [Recipient’s Name] to the Ancient 
and Venerable Order of the Dolphin of Caid, for that [he/she] hath served this Realm far and above 
the normal expectation of [his/her] office or rank, {especially in [area of service],} and for which 
cause We do publicly commend [him/her]. By his/her entrance to the Order, We hereby award 
[him/her] the right to bear the arms [Blazon]. {We further grant him/her the privilege of showing as 
achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} 
Given under Our hand and seal this [date] day of [month], [AD year] by the common reckoning of 
years, and [SCA year] Anno Societatis. So also does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature 
that this document is a true record of said name and blazon. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Duellist – If recipient already has an Award of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms do not need to be shown. If they are described in the text, they 
must be depicted (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse  
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Unto all gentles and nobles of the Known World throughout, We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], 
King and Queen of the Realm of Caid, send Our greeting and good wishes. For that [he/she] hath 
displayed great skill with the rapier, and behaved gently and in accord with the code duello, We do 
by these presents admit Our subject [Recipient’s name] to the Venerable Order of the Duellist. We 
do publicly commend [him/her] for [his/her] prowess and presence, being well pleased by the same. 
{We hereby affirm [his/her] sole and exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon]. {We further grant 
[him/her] the privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet 
with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} Given under Our hand and seal this [date] day of [month], 
Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is the Gregorian year [AD year]. {So also does Crescent Herald 
affirm by seal and signature that this document is a true record of said name and blazon.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Duellist – If recipient does not have an Award of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text and depicted on no smaller 
than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text  
Unto all gentles and nobles of the Known World throughout, We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], 
King and Queen of the Realm of Caid, send Our greeting and good wishes. For that [he/she] hath 
displayed great skill with the rapier, and behaved gently and in accord with the code duello, We do 
by these presents admit Our subject [Recipient’s name] to the Venerable Order of the Duellist. We 
do publicly commend [him/her] for [his/her] prowess and presence, being well pleased by the same. 
And as a mark of Our pleasure, We hereby award [him/her] the arms [Blazon]. {We further grant 
[him/her] the privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet 
with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} Given under Our hand and seal this [date] day of [month], 
Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is the Gregorian year [AD year]. So also does Crescent Herald 
affirm by seal and signature that this document is a true record of said name and blazon. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Harp Argent – If recipient already has an Award of 
Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms do not need to be shown. If they are described in the text, they 
must be depicted (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse, 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Proclaim to all gentles, nobles, and artisans of the Known World that We, [King's name] and 
[Queen's name], King and Queen of Caid, give you greetings. By virtue of the surpassing skill 
[he/she] hath demonstrated in [area of expertise], We do hereby elevate Our subject [Recipient’s 
Name] to the Venerable Order of the Harp Argent. We do here publicly commend [him/her] upon 
[his/her] accomplishment, for We recognize that [his/her] expertise doth greatly enrich Our Realm. 
{We affirm [his/her] the right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {We further grant [him/her] the privilege of 
showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] 
doubled [Metal].} Given under Our hand and seal this [date] day of [month], [SCA year] Anno 
Societatis, being the year [AD year]  Anno Domini. {So also does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and 
signature that this document is a true record of said name and blazon.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Harp Argent – If recipient does not have an Award of 
Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text and depicted on no smaller 
than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A steel gray helm with simple mantling and torse 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If the medallion is included as part of the achievement, it can (but does not have to be) 
described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Proclaim to all gentles, nobles, and artisans of the Known World that We, [King's name] and 
[Queen's name], King and Queen of Caid, give you greetings. By virtue of the surpassing skill 
[he/she] hath demonstrated in [area of expertise], We do hereby elevate Our subject [Recipient’s 
Name] to the Venerable Order of the Harp Argent. We do here publicly commend [him/her] upon 
[his/her] accomplishment, for We recognize that [his/her] expertise doth greatly enrich Our Realm. 
Moreover, in admitting [him/her] to the Order, We award [him/her] the right to bear the arms [Blazon]. 
{We further grant [him/her] the privilege of showing as achievement above [his/her] shield a 
[black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} Given under Our hand and seal this 
[date] day of [month], [SCA year] Anno Societatis, being the year [AD year]  Anno Domini. So also 
does Crescent Herald affirm by seal and signature that this document is a true record of said name 
and blazon. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Grant-Bearing Scrolls 

Overview 
Grant-bearing awards are the second level of awards people generally receive, given for a length of 
years performing service, an art form, or a martial form within the Society. Scrolls for these awards 
require the blazon to be depicted and described in the text for the first award of this level that a 
person receives; for a later awards if this level, it is encouraged but not required. 
 
If an achievement is depicted, it can include a steel-grey or black helm with a torse and mantling, 
and it may also include a crest. If the blazon and achievement are not going to be depicted, then the 
text describing them is not necessary. The scroll may also contain a depiction and description of the 
medallion of the order into which the recipient is being inducted. 
 
Generally, the design of the crest is taken from within the recipient’s arms, a badge registered to 
them, or an animal they are partial to. However, awards at this level cannot use a pelican on the 
crest as that is restricted to those belonging to the Order of the Pelican. (See Chapter 3: Other 
Elements) 
 
For most of the Grant-bearing Orders, “of Caid” is not part of the registered name of the the award; 
the exceptions are the Gauntlet of Caid, the Golden Lance of Caid, and the White Scarf of Caid. 
Grant-bearing Orders are styled “Right Honorable” (e.g. the Right Honorable Order of the Chiron). 
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Grant of Arms 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text and depicted on no smaller than 
a 2” size shield. For depictions of the blazon on any shape of shield other 
than the regular shield shape, check with the Crescent Herald to make 
sure the depiction is acceptable before painting the final version. 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and torse, with optional crest (pictured) 

 
If the helm and mantling are depicted, it is recommended but not required that they be described in 
the text. If a crest is included, it should not be described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Attend, all gentles and nobles unto whom these presents shall come, for [King's name] and [Queen's 
name], King and Queen of Caid, send commendations and greetings! Our subject, [Recipient’s 
name], hath pleased Us greatly by [his/her] service to Our Realm. We choose to honor [him/her] with 
a Grant of Arms, and hereby affirm [his/her] right to bear the arms [Blazon]. {In token whereof, We 
grant [him/her] the privilege of showing as achievement above the shield a [black/steel-grey] helmet 
with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} This have We done on the date day of month, in the year of 
Our Lord AD year, being the SCA year year of the Society. In testimony whereof We here set Our 
hand and the Kingdom seal of Caid. Furthermore does Crescent Herald attest by his seal and 
signature that this document bears true name and arms. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Argent Blade 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Grant-bearing award the recipient has received, 
the arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to 
be shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be 
described in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and torse, 

with optional crest 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the medallion is included, it is recommended but not required that it be described in the text; the 
same is true of the helm and mantling. (See optional text below.) If a crest is included, it should not 
be described in the text. 

Standard Text 
Let all who hear or read these presents know that We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of the Realm of Caid, send Our commendation and greeting! For that skill in the art of Rapier 
Fence is highly prized in Our Realm, and when combined with exemplary courtesy and courtly 
deportment are the more worthy of praise, We hereby elevate Our subject [Recipient’s name] to the 
Right Honorable Order of the Argent Blade. {By this Grant We do affirm [his/her] sole and exclusive 
right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {And as cognizance of Our esteem, We grant [him/her] the privilege 
of showing as achievement {the token of the Order, which is a blue and silver medallion bearing a 
rapier within a bordure embattled, all counterchanged, pendant from a blue ribbon surrounding the 
shield;} {the whole surmounted by a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].}} 
This have We done this [date] day of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is [AD year] in the 
common reckoning. In testimony whereof We here set Our hand and affix the Great Seal of Caid. 
{So also does Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the validity of the name and 
armoury herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Chiron 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Grant-bearing award the recipient has received, the 
arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to be 
shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be described 
in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and torse, with optional crest 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the medallion is included, it is recommended but not required that it be described in the text; the 
same is true of the helm and mantling. If a crest is included, it should not be described in the text. 

Standard Text 
All nobility, know ye by these presents that [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and Queen of 
the Sovereign Realm of Caid, bid you greeting. Whereas those of Our subjects who have 
demonstrated exceptional skill with the bow, and the more by their virtuous acts and noble 
demeanour are to be admired and commended, We are right well pleased to elevate [Recipient’s 
name] to the Right Honorable Order of Chiron. {By this Grant do We affirm [his/her] sole and 
uncontested right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {Furthermore do We grant, in token of Our regard, the 
right to bear as achievement {the cognizance of the Order: a blue medallion bearing the sagittary 
Chiron in silver, within a silver bordure embattled, pendant from a blue ribbon surrounding the 
shield;} {the whole surmounted by a [black/steel-grey] helmet} with mantling [Color] doubled 
[Metal].}} This have We done this [date] day of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year] which is Anno 
Domini [AD year]. In witness whereof We have here set Our Great Seal, and signed these presents 
in Our hand. {So also doth Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the validity of the 
name and armoury herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Crescent 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Grant-bearing award the recipient has received, the 
arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to be 
shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be described 
in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and torse, with optional crest 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the medallion is included, it is recommended but not required that it be described in the text; the 
same is true of the helm and mantling. (See optional text below.) If a crest is included, it should not 
be described in the text. 

Standard Text 
To all nobles and gentles these present letters reading, hearing, and seeing, We, [King's name] and 
[Queen's name], monarchs unchallenged of the Sovereign Realm of Caid, bid you fair greeting. 
Whereas those of Our subjects who have done good service to their prince and country are the more 
to be praised and of Our gratitude receive due honor, it is thus Our pleasure to elevate [Recipient’s 
name] to the Right Honorable Order of the Crescent. {By this Grant We do affirm [his/her] sole right 
to bear the arms [Blazon].} {And as token of [his/her] honor, We grant [him/her] the privilege of 
showing as achievement {the token of the Order, which is a blue medallion bearing three crescents 
of silver, conjoined with horns outward, within a silver bordure embattled, pendant from a blue ribbon 
surrounding the shield;} {the whole surmounted by a black/steel-grey helmet with mantling [Color] 
doubled [Metal]}}. This have We done this date day of month, in the year of Our Lord AD year and of 
the Society SCA year. In testimony whereof We here set Our hand and affix the Great Seal of Caid. 
So also does Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the validity of the name and 
armoury herein. 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
 
 

October 20, Anno Societatis 52 Caid Scribal Handbook – Reference Edition 39 
 



 

Gauntlet of Caid 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Grant-bearing award the recipient has received, the 
arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to be 
shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be 
described in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and torse, with optional crest 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the medallion is included, it is recommended but not required that it be described in the text; the 
same is true of the helm and mantling. If a crest is included, it should not be described in the text. 

Standard Text 
To all and singular unto whom these presents shall come, We, [King's name], by right of arms, and 
[Queen's name], by favor of love, King and Queen of Caid, send good greeting. In recognition of the 
valor at arms and courtoisie of spirit shown by Our good subject [Recipient’s name], it is Our 
prerogative as monarchs to elevate [him/her] to the Right Honorable Order of the Gauntlet of Caid 
for [his/her] greater honor. {By this Grant We do affirm his/her sole and exclusive right to bear the 
arms [Blazon].} {And as cognizance of Our esteem, We grant [him/her] the privilege of showing as 
achievement {the token of the Order, which is a blue medallion bearing a gauntlet grasping the blade 
of a sword within a bordure embattled, all of silver, pendant from a blue ribbon surrounding the 
shield;} {the whole surmounted by a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} 
This have We done this [date] day of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year], which is [AD year] in the 
common reckoning. In testimony whereof We here set Our hand and affix the Great Seal of Caid. 
{So also does Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the validity of the name and 
armoury herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Golden Lance of Caid 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Grant-bearing award the recipient has received, the 
arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to be 
shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be 
described in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and torse, with optional crest 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the medallion is included, it is recommended but not required that it be described in the text; the 
same is true of the helm and mantling. (See optional text below.) If a crest is included, it should not 
be described in the text. 
 
Standard Text  
All nobility, know ye by these presents that [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and Queen of 
the Sovereign Realm of Caid, bid you greeting. Whereas those of Our subjects who have 
demonstrated exceptional skill in the equestrian arts, and the more by their virtuous acts and noble 
demeanour are to be admired and commended, We are right well pleased to elevate [Recipient’s 
name] to the Order of Golden Lance of Caid. {By this Grant do We affirm [his/her] sole and 
uncontested right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {Furthermore do We grant, in token of Our regard, the 
right to bear as achievement {the cognizance of the Order: a blue medallion bearing a silver crescent 
surmounted by a golden lance, all within a silver bordure embattled, pendant from a blue ribbon 
surrounding the shield;} {the whole surmounted by a [black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] 
doubled [Metal].}} This have We done this [date] day of [month], Anno Societatis [SCA year] which is 
Anno Domini [AD year]. In witness whereof We have here set Our Great Seal, and signed these 
presents in Our hand. {So also doth Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the 
validity of the name and armoury herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Lux Caidis 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Grant-bearing award the recipient has received, the 
arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to be 
shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be described 
in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and torse, with optional crest 
● The medallion of the Order (pictured) 

 
If the medallion is included, it is recommended but not required that it be described in the text; the 
same is true of the helm and mantling. If a crest is included, it should not be described in the text. 

Standard Text 
We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and Queen of the Sovereign Realm of Caid, send 
commendation and greeting to all who read these presents. For in that the artistry and knowledge 
demonstrated by Our good subject [Recipient’s name] in the area of [area of expertise] are of great 
measure and well worthy of [his/her] renown, it pleases Us to elevate him/her to the Order of the Lux 
Caidis. {By this Grant We do affirm [his/her] exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {And as 
further sign of [his/her] honor, We grant [him/her] the privilege of showing as achievement {the token 
of the Order, which is a blue medallion bearing a silver sunburst issuant from clouds, within a silver 
bordure embattled, pendant from a blue ribbon surrounding the shield;} {the whole surmounted by a 
[black/steel-grey] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].}} This have We done this [date] day 
of [month], in the year of Our Lord [AD year] and of the Society [SCA year]. In testimony whereof We 
here set Our hand and affix the Great Seal of Caid. {So also does Crescent Herald of Caid attest by 
seal and signature to the validity of the name and armory herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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White Scarf of Caid 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Grant-bearing award the recipient has 
received, the arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the 
arms do need to be shown. In both cases, the arms are 
depicted, they must be described in the text (and vice 
versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-gray helm with simple mantling and white bandorelle (pictured, see below), 

with optional crest 
 
Unlike the other Grant-bearing orders, the White Scarf has no medallion. The Order's regalia is a 
white scarf worn on the left arm or shoulder. Therefore, instead of hanging from a ribbon surrounding 
the shield, the achievement for the White Scarf is a white banderolle tied around the helm, replacing 
the torse.  

Standard Text 
Let all who hear or read these presents know that We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], King and 
Queen of the Realm of Caid, send Our commendation and greeting! For that skill in the art of Rapier 
Fence is highly prized in Our Realm, and when combined with exemplary courtesy and courtly 
deportment are the more worthy of praise, We hereby elevate Our subject [Recipient’s name] to the 
Order of the White Scarf of Caid. {We here proclaim [his/her] right to the style and title of 
[Don/Doña], and } {We by this Grant affirm his/her exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon].} 
{Moreover, as the mark of Our esteem, We here grant [him/her] the right to display {the token of the 
Order: a white scarf, tied as a banderolle around} a [black/steel-grey] helmet surmounting the shield, 
with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].}} This We proclaim the [date] day of [month], Anno Societatis 
[SCA year], which is [AD year] of the common reckoning. In witness whereof, these presents have 
We signed by Our hand and sealed with Our Great Seal. {So also does Crescent Herald of Caid 
witness by seal and signature to the validity of the name and armoury herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Peerage Order Scrolls  

 
 

Overview  
Patent-bearing awards are the terminal level of awards that people may receive. These are 
Society-wide awards, meaning that they are recognized in all kingdoms across the Known World. All 
patent-bearing awards require the blazon to be depicted and described in the text for the first award 
of this level, with other specific requirements for each of the different awards.  
 
A helm with a crest and mantling is standard (although not an absolute requirement), and supporters 
with compartment and motto can be depicted if the recipient so desires. Supporters are reserved for 
patent-bearing awards in Caid. Each Order also has reserved elements of the achievement that can 
only be used by its members. 
 
Given the number of optional elements in the achievement, texts for these scrolls can be 
complicated. If you any questions about the text, please contact the Scribe Armarius. 
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Chivalry (Knighthood) 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Peerage award the recipient has received, 
the arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do 
need to be shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, 
they must be described in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A silver or white helm (may be garnished with gold) with mantling 

and torse, with optional crest 
● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 
● An unadorned gold chain, usually displayed surrounding the 

shield (pictured above, and described in the optional text below), 
though they are sometimes found around the neck of the helm. A 
white belt may be substituted for the chain encircling the shield. 

Standard Text 
To all and singular unto whom these presents shall come, [King's name], 
King by right of arms, and [Queen's name], Queen by virtue of her 
courtesy, of the most Sovereign Realm of Caid, send commendations and 
greetings! In acknowledgment of [his/her] chivalry and martial prowess, 
and after consultation with [his/her] Peers of Arms, We hereby elevate 
Our subject [Recipient’s name] to the rank of Knight of the Society for 
Creative Anachronism. {Furthermore do We affirm by these Letters Patent [his/her] exclusive right to 
bear the arms [Blazon].} {In token whereof, We grant [him/her] the privilege of displaying {above the 
shield}, in whole or in part, the achievement proper to this rank: to wit, {a [silver/white] helmet with 
mantling [Color] doubled [Metal], with} {the gold chain of Knighthood surrounding the shield.}} This 
have We done on the [date] day of [month], in the year of Our Lord [AD year], which is the year [SCA 
year] of the Society. In witness whereof We here set Our hand and affix the Great Seal of the 
Kingdom of Caid. {So also does Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the validity 
of the name and armoury herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Defense 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Peerage award the recipient has received, the 
arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to 
be shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be 
described in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A silver or white helm (may be garnished with gold) with 

mantling and torse, with optional crest 
● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 
● A white livery collar, usually displayed surrounding the shield, though sometimes found 

around the neck of the helm. The medallion of the Order (pictured) may be hung from the 
collar. 

Standard Text 

To all and singular unto whom these presents shall come, [King's name], King by right of arms, and 
[Queen's name], Queen by virtue of her courtesy, of the most Sovereign Realm of Caid, send 
commendations and greetings! The excellence and endeavors of Our subject, [Recipient’s name], in 
the art of rapier fence have moved Us, after consultation with the members of the Order, to elevate 
[him/her], to the Order of Defense of the Society for Creative Anachronism, {and affirm by these 
Letters Patent his/her exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {In token whereof, We grant 
[him/her] the privilege of displaying {above the shield}, in whole or in part, the achievement proper to 
this rank: to wit, {a [silver/white] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal], with} {a white livery 
color bearing the medallion of the Order surrounding the shield.}} This have We done on the [date] 
day of month, in the year of Our Lord [AD year], which is the year [SCA year] of the Society. In 
witness whereof We here set Our hand and affix the Great Seal of the Kingdom of Caid. {So also 
does Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the validity of the name and armoury 
herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Laurel 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Peerage award the recipient has received, 
the arms do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do 
need to be shown. In both cases, the arms are depicted, 
they must be described in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A silver or white helm (may be garnished with gold) with mantling and torse, with optional 

crest 
● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 
● A green laurel wreath may replace the torse on the helm (pictured above, and described in 

the text below), or it may be placed around the shield (pictured below). 

Standard Text 
Greetings to all gentles and nobles of the Known World unto whom these presents shall come, from 
King [King's name] and Queen [Queen's name] of the Sovereign Realm of Caid. The excellence and 
endeavors of Our subject, [Recipient’s  Name], in the [area/areas] of [specific arts or sciences], have 
moved Us, after consultation with the members of the Order, to elevate [him/her] to the Order of the 
Laurel of the Society for Creative Anachronism, on this [date] day of [month], in the year of Our Lord 
[AD year], being the year [SCA year] of the Society. {We affirm by these Letters Patent [his/her] 
exclusive right to bear the arms following, that is to say, [Blazon].} {As further token of Our esteem, 
We grant [him/her] the privilege of displaying {above the shield}, in whole or in part, the achievement 
proper to the Order: to wit, {a wreath of laurel vert set upon} {a silver helmet, with mantling [Color] 
doubled [Metal].}} In testimony whereof, We here set Our hand and cause the Great Seal of Caid to 
be affixed. {By seal and signature, Crescent Herald testifies that the armories depicted and blazoned 
herein belong unto the said [Recipient’s name], to use, bear, and show forth at all times.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Pelican 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
If this is the first Peerage award the recipient has received, the arms 
do not to have to be depicted. If not, the arms do need to be shown. 
In both cases, the arms are depicted, they must be described in the 
text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A silver or white helm (may be garnished with gold) with 

mantling and torse, with optional crest 
● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 
● A cap of maintenance of red velvet with the lining turned up 

may be used in place of the torse (pictured above) 
● The helm with a pelican (whole or demi) vulning itself may be 

used as a crest (pictured below). The pelican may merge into 
the mantling, and, if desired, the mantling may then be argent 
gouty de sang, doubled gules 

Standard Text 
To all and singular unto whom these presents shall come, [King's name] and [Queen's name], 
undoubted King and Queen of the Sovereign Realm of Caid, bid you greetings. In acknowledgment 
of [his/her] untiring and selfless devotion to the welfare of Our Kingdom, and after consultation with 
the members of the Order, We hereby elevate Our subject, [Recipient’s Name], to the Order of the 
Pelican of the Society for Creative Anachronism, {and affirm by these Letters Patent [his/her] 
exclusive right to bear the arms [Blazon].} {In token whereof, We grant [him/her] the privilege of 
displaying {above the shield}, in whole or in part, the achievement proper to the Order: to wit, {a cap 
of maintenance gules turned up plumetty argent gouty de sang, set upon} {a silver helmet, with 
mantling [Color] doubled [Metal].} This have we done on the [date] day of [month], being the [AD 
year] year of Our Lord and of the Society the [SCA year]. In witness whereof We here set Our hand 
and seal. {So also does Crescent Herald of Caid attest by seal and signature to the validity of the 
name and armoury herein.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Other Types of Scrolls 
 
There are some other types of award scrolls which are not easily categorized into the other 
groupings, and this section is for those. These award scrolls include Court Barony scrolls, County 
Scrolls, and Duchy Scrolls. 
 
Court Barony scrolls are for sustained service to the kingdom outside the normal hierarchy of 
awards, and grant the recipient the title of Baron or Baroness. Often, a landed baronial pair will be 
granted the status of court baron when they step down from the baronial thrones.  
 
County and Duchy scrolls are patents, making the recipient a Royal Peer. These awards are 
generally given to the outgoing monarchs by their heirs once the heirs have been crowned at 
Coronation. County scrolls are for monarchs who have reigned once, granting them the title of Count 
or Countess, while Duchy scrolls are for monarchs who have reigned twice, granting the title of Duke 
or Duchess. 
 
These scrolls all have unique requirements for the depiction of appropriate coronets to include; there 
are restrictions in kingdom law for who is allowed to wear specific types of coronets or crowns, and 
these restrictions also impact what types of crowns or coronets can be depicted in award scrolls. 
 
Given the number of optional elements in the achievement, texts for these scrolls can be 
complicated. If you any questions about the text, please contact the Scribe Armarius. 
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Court Barony 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
The arms do not to have to be depicted, though it is encouraged. If the arms are depicted, they must 
be described in the text (and vice versa). 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon  
● A black or steel-grey helm with mantling and torse 
● A silver baronial coronet 
● Any elements of the achievement allowed by previous awards the recipient has received. 

 
If depicted, the baronial coronet should have six spheres on the upper rim: you see four spheres if 
the coronet is straight on, or all six if it is turned somewhat. 

Standard Text 
Greetings to all nobles and gentles, from [King's name], Rex Caidis, and [Queen's name], Regina 
Caidis. It is Our prerogative as King and Queen of this Realm to honor those of Our subjects whose 
noble attributes have pleased Us with the title of [Baron/Baroness] of Our Court. This title is in 
addition to any rank [he/she] may hold, and is given in appreciation of contributions to Our Kingdom. 
Thus do We name [Recipient’s Name] [Baron/Baroness/equivalent title] in the Kingdom of Caid from 
this day, [date], [month], [AD year] A.D., being [SCA year] A.S. {Furthermore do We confirm [his/her] 
arms [Blazon], {and grant [him/her] the privilege of displaying above the shield a baronial coronet of 
silver.} In witness whereof, We here set Our hand and seal. {Likewise does Crescent Herald testify 
by seal and signature to the name and armory herein recorded.} 

Seals 
If the arms are not described and depicted, leave space for the Kingdom seal, approximately 1.5”. If 
they are, leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each 
seal. 

Signature Lines 
If the arms are not described and depicted, make two lines, one for the King, one for the Queen. 
If they are, make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Count 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text, and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon 
● Gold or golden-yellow helmet, mantling held in place 

with a gold embattled coronet, with an optional crest 
(pictured) 

● If no helm is depicted, the coronet may be placed directly atop the escutcheon 
● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 

 
The coronet should be drawn with five visible crenellations: three in the center, half of one on each 
end. 

Standard Text 
Unto all nobles and gentles throughout the Known World, We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], 
King and Queen of the Realm of Caid, send greetings! Henceforth, [Recipient’s name] shall be 
known as a [Count/equivalent title] in the Society for Creative Anachronism, by virtue of having 
borne the burden of Kingship. Furthermore, We confirm by these Royal Letters Patent his right to 
bear [Blazon]. We here charge [Count/equivalent title] [Recipient's first name] to uphold the dignity of 
this station; {in token whereof We grant him the privilege of augmenting the achievement above his 
shield with a county coronet Or set upon a [gold/other metal] helmet, with mantling [Color] doubled 
[Metal].} He shall hold said rank from this day, [date] and [month], in the year of Our Lord AD [year], 
and of the Society SCA [year], unto the end of his days. In testimony whereof, We have signed these 
Letters Patent, and caused the Great Seal of Caid to be hereunto affixed. So too does the Crescent 
Herald of Caid attest that the said arms have been duly registered into the registers of the Society. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Countess 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text, and depicted on no smaller 
than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon 
● Gold or golden-yellow helmet, mantling held in place with a gold 

embattled coronet, and a wreath of gold heraldic roses with green 
foliage encircling the shield (pictured above) with an optional crest 

● A wreath of gold roses with green foliage may replace the coronet 
as a torse 

● If no helm is depicted, a coronet or wreath of gold roses may be 
placed directly atop the escutcheon (pictured below and described 
in the following text) 

● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 
 
If it appears, the coronet should be drawn with five visible crenellations: three in the center, half of 
one on each end. 

Standard Text 
Let all nobles and gentles throughout the Known World understand by these presents that We, 
[King's name] and [Queen's name], King and Queen of the Realm of Caid, send greetings! We 
recognize that [Recipient’s name] hath these past months borne the mantle of Queen of Caid with 
dignity and grace. She shall be known henceforth as [Countess/equivalent title] and Lady of the 
Rose in the Society for Creative Anachronism, and We here confirm by these Royal Letters Patent 
her sole right to bear and display the arms [Blazon]. {In token whereof, We grant her the privilege of 
augmenting her heraldic achievement with a wreath of roses Or slipped and leaved proper.} She 
shall hold said rank from this day, [date]  [month], in the year of Our Lord AD year, and of the Society 
SCA year, unto the end of her days. In testimony whereof, We have caused to be made these 
Letters Patent, which We have signed, and the Great Seal of Caid to be hereunto affixed. So too 
does the Crescent Herald of Caid attest that the said arms have been duly registered into the 
registers of the Society. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Duke 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text, and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon 
● Gold or golden-yellow helmet, mantling held in place 

with a gold ducal coronet, with an optional crest 
(pictured) 

● If no helm is depicted, the coronet may be placed 
directly atop the escutcheon 

● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 
 
A ducal coronet has four sprays of strawberry leaves around the rim. Three will be visible: a full one 
in the center, and half a spray visible on each end. 

Standard Text 
Unto all nobles and gentles throughout the Known World, We, [King's name] and [Queen's name], 
King and Queen of the Realm of Caid, send greetings! Henceforth, [Recipient’s name] shall be 
known as a [Duke/equivalent title] in the Society for Creative Anachronism, by virtue of having borne 
the burden of Kingship twice. Furthermore, We confirm by these Royal Letters Patent his right to 
bear [Blazon]. We here charge [Duke/equivalent title] [Recipient's first name] to uphold the dignity of 
this station; {in token whereof We grant him the privilege of augmenting the achievement above his 
shield with a ducal coronet Or set upon a [gold/other metal] helmet with mantling [Color] doubled 
[Metal].} He shall hold said rank from this day, [date] [month], in the year of Our Lord [AD year], and 
of the Society [SCA year], unto the end of his days. In testimony whereof, We have signed these 
Letters Patent, and caused the Great Seal of Caid to be hereunto affixed. So too does the Crescent 
Herald of Caid attest that the said arms have been duly registered into the registers of the Society. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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Duchess 

Description and Depiction of Arms 
Arms must be described in the scroll text, and depicted on no 
smaller than a 2” size shield. 

Achievement (if depicted) 
Allowed elements: 

● Escutcheon 
● Gold or golden-yellow helmet, mantling held in place with a 

gold ducal coronet, with an optional crest (pictured above) 
● A wreath of gold roses with green strawberry leaves may 

replace the coronet as a torse 
● If no helm is depicted, the coronet may be placed directly 

atop the escutcheon (pictured below) 
● Supporters, a compartment, and a motto 
● Wreath of gold roses and green strawberry leaves encircling 

the shield  
A ducal coronet has four sprays of strawberry leaves around the 
rim. Three will be visible: a full one in the center, and half a spray 
visible on each end. 

Standard Text 
Nobles and gentles throughout the Known World unto whom these presents shall come, We, [King's 
name] and [Queen's name], King and Queen of the Realm of Caid, send greetings! Henceforth, 
[Recipient’s name] shall be known as a [Duchess/equivalent title] in the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, in recognition that she has twice borne the mantle of Queen with dignity and grace. 
Furthermore, We confirm by these Royal Letters Patent her right to bear the arms [Blazon]. We here 
charge [Duchess/equivalent title] [Recipient's first name] to continue the traditions of this rank; {in 
token whereof, We grant her the privilege of augmenting the achievement above her shield, in whole 
or in part, with a ducal coronet Or {set upon a golden helmet, with mantling [Color] doubled [Metal]}, 
{the shield surrounded by of a wreath of roses Or and strawberry leaves vert.} She shall hold said 
rank from this day, [date] and [month], in the year of Our Lord [AD year], and of the Society [SCA 
year], unto the end of her days. In testimony whereof, We have caused to be made these Letters 
Patent, which We have signed, and the Great Seal of Caid to be hereunto affixed. So too does the 
Crescent Herald of Caid attest that the said arms have been duly registered into the registers of the 
Society. 

Seals  
Leave space for both Kingdom seal and Crescent seal, approximately 1.5” space for each seal. 

Signature lines 
Make three lines, one for the King, one for the Queen, and one for Crescent. 
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